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lenge the Alabamians, and if the matter was not satisfactorily

arranged, consistent with the honor of the regiment, and if

they should be killed, each officer should pledge himself to

take up the quarrel and fight until the last man was killed,

unless proper amends should sooner be obtained. To this the

officers generally assented, but Lieutenant-Colonel Smith,

who was an elder in the Presbyterian Church, and a young

soldier of unquestionable bravery, arose and stated that he

was conscientiously opposed to duelling, and that he would

not resort to that method of settling any question. Colonel

Smith's Christian character and his personal courage were

so well known, that his scruples on the subject were respected,

and Major Belo proposed to take his place ; and so it was

aiTanged that Colonel Connally should challenge Captain

Terrell, and Major Belo should challenge Captain Cousins,

Captain Satterfield, of Person county, of Company H, was

Colonel Connally's second, and Lieutenant W. H. Townes, of

Granville, of Company D, was Major Belo's. The challenges

were accepted and Captain Terrell selected as weapons double

barreled shotguns, loaded with buckshot, and Captain Cousins

selected the Mississippi rifle at forty paces. According to

appointment, the parties next day met in a large field in the

neighborhood, in one part of which were Colonel Connally

and Captain Terrell and their friends. In another part were

Major Belo and Captain Cousins and their friends. As soon

as Major Belo and Captain Cousins came to their place of

meeting, they took the positions assigned to them by the sec-

onds, and at the command, fired their first shot. Major

Belo's shot passed through Captain Cousins' hat, and Cap-

tain (\>usins' first shot entirely missed Major Belo. Cap-

tain Cousins' second shot passed through the coat of Major

Belo just above the shoulder and Major Belo's second fire

missed Captain Cousins. In the meantime, in the other part

of tlio field, tlie friends of Colonel Connally and Captain

Terrell were engaged in an effort to make an honorable settle-

ment of the affair, and Captain Terrell, who was a gallant

officer and triie gentleman, became satisfied that he had been

mistaken in the report which he had made and which had

been the cause of offence, and he withdrew the same, which


